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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE BULGARIAN REVOLUTIONARY CENTRAL COMMITTEE
T IS often stated that the Bulgarian revolutionists had no plan whereby to carry out their aims in liberating the Bulgarian people from the Turkish yoke. In the national library at Sofia, however, is to be found a copy of the constitution of the Bulgarian Revolutionary Central Committee in the Archives of the Renaissance (Arkhiva na Vuzradjdanieto) division, folder (papka) no. 69-I.A., no. 9169. The document bears the statement that it was printed at Geneva, 1870, but this is misleading. The constitution was printed in Bucharest, Rumania, in 1872, but for the purpose of diverting the attention of the Turkish authorities from the revolutionists in Rumania, and of protecting the Rumanian government from unpleasant consequences, the place of printing and the year of publication was misrepresented. There were twenty-one delegates who worked out this constitution, seven of whom were from Bulgaria proper, and fourteen from various parts of Rumania. The seven from Bulgaria represented thirty-two secret local revolutionary organizations; the fourteen from Rumania represented thirteen organizations in Rumanian territory. The seven delegates had thirty-two votes; the fourteen had thirteen votes. The first meeting of the delegates took place on April 29, 1872, and the constitution was unanimously adopted on May 4 of the same year.' A translation of this constitution from the Bulgarian follows. 2. To attain that end, every means is legitimate-propaganda, press, arms, fire, death, etc.
3. We, the Bulgarians, desire to live with all our neighbors in peace, especially with the Serbs and the Montenegrins, who have the same aspirations, and with the Rumanians, with whom our fate is closely interwoven; and we wish to establish with them a federation within our free countries.
4. We desire that the land inhabited by the Bulgarians be governed in accordance with the customs and character of the Bulgarian people, and that the lands inhabited by Serbs, Montenegrins, Greeks, and Rumanians, be governed accordingly.
5. Let every nation, like every individual, guard its liberty and govern itself according to its own free will. We wish nothing from others; neither do we desire to give to others what belongs to us.
6. We make no pretenses to historical rights, that is why we leave it to the nation to unite with any nation of the federation-Serbs, Bulgarians, Rumanians, or the Greeks-consequently there is no question, so far as we are concerned, about national boundaries.2 7. We desire for ourselves a national, individual, and religious liberty-in other words, human rights; and we desire the same kind of liberty for our friends and neighbors. We do not seek to rule others; neither shall we permit others to rule us.
8. We put among our enemies those Bulgarians, Chorbadjis,3 who in any way menace our national ideal; and we shall persecute them at all times and all places. 574 VANGEL K. SUGAREFF 9. We shall accept the Greeks as our friends and allies if they will renounce their old Panhellenic ideas and historical pretensions.4 10. We do not revolt against the Turkish nation, but against the Turkish government and against those Turks who support and defend it. We consider all nations and nationalities who sympathize with our holy and honorable cause as friends, regardless of faith or nationality.
ARTICLE I AIM SECTION I. The Bulgarian Revolutionary Central Committee has such powers as are given to any temporary government. The committee shall prepare and carry out the revolution with all possible means. In short, it has the following problems: (a) to spread among our people, through propaganda, ideas of revolt, this propaganda to be carried out through the local secret committees, the press, manifestations, proclamations, pamphlets, etc.;5 (b) to supply everything needed to carry out the revolution, and to prepare the revolution materially, i.e., to plan the military part of it, to appoint the leaders (voivodas), to aid with every possible means the arming of the people, and to instruct the people in warfare, etc.
SEC. 2. The Bulgarian Revolutionary Central Committee will have the power to negotiate agreements with other nations, neighbors, or others who sympathize with us. ARTICLE II THE ORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNING COMMITTEE SEC. 1. Every local Bulgarian Revolutionary Committee, as well as the Bulgarian Revolutionary Central Committee, shall be made up of men of good character, i.e., patriotic, courageous, and capable of keeping secrets.
SEC. 2. The Central Committee has no regular headquarters-it is everywhere and nowhere. That is why every member, wherever he may be, can represent the whole Central Committee if he has a letter of introduction.
SEC. 3. For the carrying-out of the aim, the Central Committee shall have the right to organize local committees, which shall be governed by the same rules as the Central Committee. SEC. 2. The president of the Central Committee will be chosen by the majority votes of the regular delegates from the local committees. He shall have the power to appoint the other members of the Central Committee.
SEC. 3. The local committees shall appoint a commission which shall supervise the work of the Central Committee. If it becomes necessary, the commission or other accredited men from the local committees shall elect a new president, who shall take up the duties of the preceding president.
SEC. 4. The members of the secret police shall be chosen by the Central Committee. The number of the secret police is not fixed. SEC. 5. Every local committee shall have the necessary number of secret police according to Article II, Section 4.
ARTICLE IV THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND OF EVERY REVOLUTIONARY WORKER IN GENERAL
SEC. 1. The Central Committee shall negotiate with the leaders of other nations regarding our national aims. It will borrow money in the name of the Bulgarian nation; it shall have the power to negotiate for alliances-in short, it shall do everything for the success of our national liberation.
6The word "vice-president" has been scratched out and the word "secretary" written in its place in pencil. 576 VANGEL K. SUGAREFF SEC. 2. The Central Committee, after the revolution, shall give an account of all the donations received. Every member of this committee is responsible, not only individually, but for the other members also. The president is more responsible because he has the power to choose the other members according to Art. III, Sec. 2.
SEC. 3. The presidents of the Central and local committees shall have the power to call a special meeting when it is necessary.
SEC. 4. The president shall see that the vice-president, treasurer, and other members perform their duties.
SEC. 5. The vice-presidents are to help the presidents.7 SEC. 6. The treasurer of the Central Committee shall receive the funds from the local committees and from other sources, and shall give receipts under number. He shall keep record of them in the treasury book and inform the Committee about them so that a record may be kept of them in the main Committee book.
SEC. 7. The treasurer of the Central Committee shall pay all the bills, but only with the Committee's consent. Every decision to spend money must be in writing.
SEC. 8. The treasurer of every local committee shall collect money from the members and other interested people, for which he shall give them a receipt for the amount given. That money shall be given to the head treasurer only on the order of the Central Committee. SEC. 9. Every local committee shall endeavor to prepare the people for a revolt, according to Art. I, Sec. 1, making special efforts to collect the money necessary for the support of the Committee's needs before and after the revolution.
SEC. 10. The local committees are required to inform the Central Committee (a) how many villages there are in their districts; (b) how many people in each village, their nationality, and how many of each nationality; (c) how many available men are able to bear arms, and how many are ready to answer the first call; (d) how much ammunition there is, and of what kind; (e) of the identity of persons in the district capable of leadership; (f) of the quantities available of grain, barley, hay, straw, and other necessities for men and beasts; (g) the number of available cows, horses, sheep, goats, etc.; (h) the number of available stables and their capacities.
SEC. 11. No local committee is to negotiate with leaders of other nations in regard to our national aim, unless authorized by the Central Committee which has the power according to Art. IV, Sec. 1. ' This section is scratched out.
BULGARIAN REVOLUTIONARY CONSTITUTION 577 SEC. 12. Every member, in the event of changing residence from the village or the town in which he lives, must notify the committee of which he is a member.
SEC. 13. Every member of the Revolutionary Committee must keep absolutely secret the faith entrusted to him. He must not tell, nor joke about, matters secret, to his sweetheart, wife, children, or anybody else who might betray the secret. Only to those who can keep the secret may he tell anything, and that only when he finds out that they too wish to share happiness and sorrow in the field of battle with him by becoming a member of the revolutionary movement with the permission of the committee having jurisdiction.
SEC. 14. Ifwany one of the revolutionists is in danger, all members are obligated to help him when he shows the sign.
SEC. 15. If some unknown person comes and demands, in the name of the Central Committee, that there be a revolt, or anything to that effect, even if he has the sign (which might have been stolen or taken by force of arms), any member, whoever he may be, is required immediately to notify the Central Committee; and the guilty person will be traced and executed by the secret police.
SEC. 16. Should the secret sign fall into the enemies' hands, any member, learning the fact, is required to notify the members of his committee at once. SEC. 17. If any one of the members finds out that our enemies are planning anything against us, he must at once tell the Central Committee about it, and if he can, the local committee also.
SEC. 18. The secret police are empowered to (a) watch the doings of the revolutionary workers in the cities and report to the Central Committee; (b) find out and assure themselves of the accuracy and the faithfulness of the secret postal service; (c) spy upon the Turkish spies; follow, step by step, the doings of the Turkish police; and report everything to the Central Committee; (d) see that the orders of the Central Committee are carried out, i.e., punish the culprits.
The decisions of the Central Committee shall be communicated to the secret police through one person whom the Central Committee shall appoint. This person shall be called the "chief of police." SEC. 19 . The members of the secret postal service should be men who can keep quiet and are courageous. They are required to carry letters, or verbal orders and decisions, the latter accurately and literally, without any addition of their own. They must not forget any of the orders given to them.
